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MUSIC FESTIVAL
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ROYAL PATRON:
HIS MAJESTY THE KING

2026 PROGRAMME



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

TICKETS

For more detailed information and to select your seats
please book online via the St Davids Cathedral Website
- www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk/music-festival.
Please contact the Administrator, Ben Richards on
01437 722002 if you have any questions about booking
tickets. Festival Patrons and Supporters have priority
booking from Sunday 1st March, and tickets go on
general sale from Sunday 8th March.

From Monday 18th May and during the Festival tickets
may be obtained from the Festival Box Office on the
Pebbles. Open 10.00am - 4.00pm.

Tickets, when still available, can also be bought at the
Cathedral door before concerts.

LOCAL DISCOUNTS

All residents of St Davids (defined by postcodes SA62
6BN - SA62 6XX in St Davids Ward) are entitled to a
discount of 20%. To access this offer, email
ben@stdavidscathedral.org.uk with a scanned copy of
your proof of residence (driving license or similar), and
you'll be sent a discount code to be added at checkout.

Tickets to all events are free for all children aged
18 or younger when accompanied by an adult, but
registration for these tickets is still required.

PARKING & DISABLED PARKING
Parking is available in the Merrivale, Quickwell Hill,
Oriel y Parc and Pebbles car parks.

Disabled parking close to the Cathedral is very limited
and priority will be given to those wheelchair users
travelling alone. Please contact the Administrator

on ben@stdavidscathedral.org.uk or 01437 722002
should you wish to book a disabled space.



LISTING OF EVENTS FOR
ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL MUSIC FESTIVAL
2026

FRIDAY 22 MAY

2.00pm Live Music Now - Mared Pugh-Evans

A free performance in the City Hall for those in care in
the local area, performed by Royal Harpist Mared Pugh-
Evans.

6.0opm Festival Launch - Festival Children’s Chorus
The 2026 Festival kicks off with a performance by the
Festival Children’s Chorus, led by Ula Weber. Ula is a
renowned conductor, singer and animateur who has
worked with Sing for Pleasure, CBSO and the BBC.
Tickets £10 unreserved. U18s go free

8.0opm The Royal Harpist

Mared Pugh-Evans, Harpist to His Majesty the King
presents an evening concert of harp music from Wales
and further afield.

Tickets £15 unreserved. U18s go free

SATURDAY 23 MAY
11.00am Coffee Concert:
Choristers Unplugged

The Cathedral Choristers ditch the
cassocks and present a programme
of their favourite popular and
musical theatre songs. One not to
be missed! Tickets £10 unreserved.
U18s go free




7.0opm BBC National Orchestra of Wales
Martyn Brabbins Conductor

Ivan Karizna Cello

Coleridge-Taylor Ballade in A minor

Huw Watkins Cello Concerto

Beethoven Symphony No. 3 in E flat major ‘Eroica’
The BBC National Orchestra
of Wales return for their
annual performance at the
Festival. Conductor Martyn
Brabbins leads the orchestra
in Samuel Coleridge-Taylor’s
‘Ballade in A minor’, French Cellist Ivan Karizna joins
the orchestra for Welsh composer Huw Watkins’

Cello Concerto, and the programme concludes with a
staple of the classical repertoire, Beethoven’s ‘Eroica’
Symphony. This annual performance is one of the
highlights of every Festival programme, and this year’s
promises to be no different.

Tickets £30, £25, £15. U18s go free.

(R

SUNDAY 24 MAY
11.00am Choral Eucharist sung by the Cathedral Choir

4.00pm Choral Evensong
sung by the Elizabethan Madrigal Singers

MONDAY 25 MAY

11.00am Coffee Concert: Choral Scholars

Join our fabulous choral scholars, William Eardley-
Taylor, Alto, Toby Diggle, Tenor and Matthew Fesmer,
Bass in a recital of arias, art songs and lieder.

Tickets £10 unreserved. U18s go fiee

2.00pm Family Concert: Peter and the Wolf
Cathedral organists Simon Pearce and Laurence John
present a short family concert, featuring Prokofiev’s
Peter and the Wolf, arranged for piano four hands.
Tickets £10 unreserved. U18s go fiee



7.00pm Festival Organ Recital:

Jan Liebermann

20-year-old TikTok organ sensation

Jan Liebermann presents the annual
Festival Organ Recital on the Cathedral’s
Father Willis organ.

Tickets £15 unreserved. U18s go fiee

9.30pm Vicars Choral & Choral Scholars in concert

In this late-night concert, the cathedral choir’s adult
singers present a programme of renaissance polyphony
and light-hearted numbers to round off the bank
holiday weekend.

Tickets £10 unreserved. U18s go free

Ticket offer: Monday 7.00pm and 9.30pm concerts £20

TUESDAY 26 MAY

11.00am Coffee Concert: Young Musician of Dyfed
The winner of the annual Young Musician of Dyfed
competition will perform in this morning recital. Full
details to be released following the competition final in
April. Tickets £10 unreserved. U18s go free

2.00pm Afternoon Jazz

Local brother and sister duo, Talfan and Siriol Jenkins
present an afternoon concert of original compositions
and jazz standards for saxophone and piano.

Tickets £15 unreserved. U18s go free

5.00pm Choral Evensong sung by the Choral Scholars

7.0opm Apollos

One of Britain’s finest vocal
ensembles perform their

‘Evening Primrose’ programme,
featuring music by Monteverdi,
Britten, Jerome Kern and George
Gershwin.

Tickets £23, £18, £15. U18s go free




WEDNESDAY 27 MAY

3.00pm Choral Evensong Live on BBC Radio 3

The Cathedral Choir are joined by viol consort Fretwork
for this live broadcast of Choral Evensong. The service
will celebrate Tudor composer Thomas Tomkins who
was born in St Davids, and whose father was Organist
& Master of the Choristers.

Please be seated by 2.45pm

7.00pm Fretwork I
Viol consort Fretwork present |
a scintillating evening

of British consort music,
celebrating composer John
Dowland in the gooth anniversary year of his death.
Tickets £23, £18, £15. U18s go free

THURSDAY 28 MAY

2.00pm Oboe Recital

Husband and wife duo Christopher and Catherine
Tanner-Williams present an afternoon recital of music
for piano and oboe, including music by Poulenc and
Welsh composers Morfydd Owen and Richard Elfyn
Jones.

Tickets £15 unreserved. U18s go fiee

5.00pm Choral Evensong sung by the Vicars Choral,
Choral Scholars & Vox Angelica

6.00pm Jazz Reception

A drinks and canapes reception following Choral
Evensong, featuring St Davids local Tom Marsh’s jazz
trio.

Tickets £20 unreserved (food and drink included)

FRIDAY 29 MAY

11.00am Coffee Concert: Organ Scholar

Organ Scholar Llewelyn Blezard-Greenwell gives an
organ recital on the 1883 Father Willis organ.
Tickets £10 unreserved. U18s go fiee



5.00pm Choral Evensong
sung by the Vicars Choral & Choral Scholars

7.00pm Simmy Singh: Belonging - Perthyn
Dynamic classical fusion violinist

and composer Simmy Singh presents
an incredible programme ranging
from Bach and folk to her own
contemporary compositions, alongside
her sister Rakhi, flautist Nigel Shaw
and percussionist Simon Roth.

Tickets £15 unreserved. U18s go fiee

SATURDAY 30 MAY
7.00pm Farewell to Cantorion ]ohn S Davies Singers
John S Davies Conductor ¥ ]
The British Sinfonietta
Cantorion John S Davies
Bach Magnificat

Haydn Nelson Mass

John S Davies presents

his final concert with his

eponymous choir, with two great works from the choral
repertoire by Bach and Haydn. This is one not to miss!
Tickets £30, £25, £15. U18s go free.

SUNDAY 31 MAY
11.00am Choral Eucharist sung by St Andrew’s Voices

4.0opm Choral Evensong sung by St Andrew’s Voices



NAVE SEATING PLAN
Blue Highest Price, Purple Middle Price,
Green Lowest Price (Unreserved)
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BECOME A PATRON
The Festival is enormously indebted to our Patrons
and Supporters, whose financial contributions allow
us to continue offering world-class artists in Britain’s
smallest city.
Festival Patrons receive a number of benefits,
including:
Priority Booking for all Festival concerts
Regular updates from the Administrator via email
A complimentary Festival programme (usually £5)
Accreditation in the Festival Programme.
Patronage of the Festival is just £30 per person, or
£50 per couple. If you are interested in becoming a
patron, email ben@stdavidscathedral.org.uk for more
details.

FOOD AND DRINK

The Refectory, run by MamGu Welshcakes, will be open
throughout the Festival, 9.30am-4.00pm, serving their
famous Welshcakes, great coffee and Welsh soul food
for breakfast and lunch! For full details on Festival pre-
concert dining, sign up to the mailing list by emailing
ben@stdavidscathedral.org.uk to keep up to date with
the latest offerings.

TICKETS
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